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Introduction
 Personally, a strong appeal of Stata has always been:         

ease of use + powerful capability

 But finding resources online can be tricky, especially for 

data visualization

 Important because data viz. is increasingly popular (vis-à-vis tabular 

output)

 Users don’t always know where to go to learn about new techniques 

& pick up new skills from Stata users

And ways of sharing knowledge (w/ students, broader 

Stata community, etc.) are also limited

E.g., easily sharing ideas, best practices, and copyable code



Introduction

How can we both learn and share Stata
knowledge more effectively?

Will cover some common resources and their 

limitations

Will discuss my experience with Medium.com and 

the advantages it offers for learning & sharing 

Stata knowledge



What do we want?
A specific fix or general guidance?

 Sometimes we have very specific things we want to fix

 For example, the syntax for a particular type of graph, or 
how to adjust specific features of our graphs

 Where can we get online help for specific fixes?

help files and online manuals

 Search/ask Statalist

Emailing Stata

ChatGPT



What do we want?
A specific fix or general guidance?

 But other times we want more general guidance

 For example…

 best practices for graphing regression output 

 how to use Stata with LaTex

 how and why to use particular types of bar graphs

 how to make publication-quality graphs

 how to make maps with Stata

 how to use Stata’s “Graph Editor” more effectively

 how to use Stata to make specialized graphs that are not native to Stata & 
don’t (yet) have user-written packages

 The aforementioned resources won’t be much help

 E.g., you can’t really ask “how do I use Graph Editor?” on Statalist



What do we want?
On the hunt for general guidance

 When we want general guidance, where should we go online?



What do we want?
On the hunt for general guidance

 When we want general guidance, where should we go online?

 Stata’s YouTube channel and online tutorials

Limitations:

More emphasis on statistics than visualizations

Usually a bit more basic visualizations

Don’t typically feature user-written commands or “tricks”

YouTube

Limitations:

Sometimes outdated

Sometimes not great quality (not easy to see/hear clearly)

Don’t include code



What do we want?
On the hunt for general guidance

 When we want general guidance, where should we go online?

Various Stata groups’/users’ own sites that are great



What do we want?
On the hunt for general guidance

 When we want general guidance, where should we go online?

Various Stata users’ own sites

Limitations:

Can’t necessarily ask the authors questions

 Inefficient searching / have to continually check for new content

Limited content/examples

Don’t always have detailed explanations

As authors:  We need our own sites to post our own content to share

Social media isn’t great for providing code, reaching large audiences



What do we want?
On the hunt for general guidance

 When we want general guidance, where should we go online?

Medium.com



Using Medium for General 
Stata Knowledge Sharing

 Medium.com has quickly become a 

valuable resource for Stata users

 Longer-form articles (5-25 mins) 

 for sharing detailed guidance

 Features “The Stata Guide” & “The 

Stata Gallery”



“The Stata Guide” on Medium
Amazing Resources from Asjad Naqvi

• Creator of 25 Stata packages (and is the one who nudged me to use Medium for my guides)



“The Stata 

Gallery”
 Hosted by Asjad Naqvi, but allows 

submissions from anyone (guidelines 
available online)

 Hundreds of followers

 Diverse array of medium/long-form guides

 Some on general statistical techniques

 Some on user-written packages

 Some on specific types of graphs or 
tasks

 Some on general principles for better 
data visualization

 Some on data cleaning & management

 Some on various tricks and hacks



Stata Gallery Guide Examples
Key Options for Regression Coefficient Plots

Example article title Example section of code Example figure from article



Stata Gallery Guide Examples:
Three-part Series on Bar Graphs

• Each article features links to the other two



Stata Gallery Guide Examples:
Guides on FRED Data & Specialized Graphs



Additional Stata Guide Examples:
Guides on Statistical Concepts, Teaching & Techniques



Advantages of Medium for 
Finding and Sharing Guides

 Large audience

 Over 100 million active readers per month

 Social Media:  2 million Twitter/X followers; 192k LinkedIn Followers

 Easy to Search for and Share Articles

 Share article links with students, colleagues, co-authors*

 Post article links on social media

 Helpful Engagement Options

 You can follow authors and/or subscribe to receive emails when they write new 
articles 

 Ask authors questions via comment section

 Can bookmark articles for future reading

 Can highlight key sections of stories



Advantages of Medium for 
Authoring Guides

 Can publish stories on your own or via other 
groups 

e.g., The Stata Gallery, Towards Data Science 
(TDS)

 No limit on length of articles

 Users can see how long it takes to read

 Option available to listen to any story (AI-generated 
voice)

 Gain followers / email subscribers

 *Articles can be edited / updated anytime*



Advantages of Medium for 
Authoring Guides

 Ease of use

 Typing and inserting images, 
hyperlinks, etc. is very simple

 I often link to Statalist and 
other Medium guides

 Can easily add code blocks 
and paste in Stata code 
from a .do file 

 Readers can copy code 
and paste directly into their 
own .do files

Useful for sharing installation 
code for user-written 
packages with a broader 
audience



Other Advantages for Authors

High visibility / search 

engine optimization (SEO)

 Example:  Googling Stata’s 
Graph Editor

We see Stata’s website, 
suggested YouTube videos, 

Statalist, then my Medium 
guide



Other Advantages for Authors
 Detailed stats for stories and info regarding how readers find your article



Costs and Benefits

No paid membership required to write articles

Can access a specific number of articles per month

Paid membership allows reading unlimited 

articles

$5 per month (student discounts available)

Partner program pays authors (but articles are 

limited access for free accounts)



Conclusions

 If you are looking for general guidance on how to 
get more out of Stata, and/or

You have knowledge about Stata features, 
packages, tricks, tips, etc. that you would be willing 
to share…

Consider using Medium.com! 
Easy to use, low cost, high visibility, growing Stata presence

 I’ve really enjoyed my experience with it and hope to make 
more guides in the coming year!



Thank you!

Questions? 

 Feel free to connect!

Email:  john.kane@nyu.edu

Medium: 
www.medium.com/@jvk221

X/Twitter: @UptonOrwell

Bluesky: 
@UptonOrwell.bsky.social

LinkedIn:  John V. Kane
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