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Editing Stata Commands to Make Your Own



Introducing your personal ado path

www.techtips.surveydesign.com.au/post/the-sysdir-and-adopath-command



Part 1: 
Altering Existing 

Commands (.ado)



Why Alter Existing Commands?

Benefits

• Tailor existing commands to 
your own purposes

• Increase functionality of 
commands

Dangers

• Impede the original 
functionality of the code

• Different commands were 
built in different versions of 
Stata



Example: 
Contract
/Collapse 

Commands



Example: Contract/Collapse Commands



Part 2: 
Creating New 

Commands (.ado)



Why?

Benefits

• Efficiency - Automating 
existing sets of frequently 
used commands 

• Customisation - Automating 
niche applications

• Reproducibility

Dangers

• Generalisability

• Requires a good base 
knowledge of programming in 
Stata

• More difficult to acquire 
support

Why User Written Commands?



Example:
The 
Outlabs
Command 
developed 
by Laura

https://www.techtips.surveydesign.com.au/post/the-outlabs-command.html



Example: relativechange.ado



Example: relativechange.ado



Example: 
Masking 
Tables



Example: 
Masking 
Tables

maskedtable price, 
result(sd) mask(*) 
column(foreign 1)

maskedtable mpg, 
result(mean) mask(*) 
column(foreign total)

maskedtable 2.rep78, 
result(fvpercent) mask(*) 
column(foreign 0)



SDAS TechTips Website 

www.techtips.surveydesign.com.au/index.html

SDAS Webinars – Two free webinars in March

https://www.surveydesign.com.au/webinars.html

CSA - Core Module 3 - Programming Foundations

https://www.surveydesign.com.au/certified/module.
html?trainId=MC-Ob00000LK48E

Books - An Introduction to Stata Programming and 

The Mata Book

https://www.surveydesign.com.au/stata/books.html

Browse existing ado files - in Stata find your adopath
and look at existing command files for inspiration

Stata documentation/manuals

Where to Learn More

StataList – the Stata forum

https://www.statalist.org/forums/

The Stata Journal 

Programming an estimation command in Stata – a 
series by David Drukker on the Stata blog 

https://blog.stata.com/2016/01/15/programming-
an-estimation-command-in-stata-a-map-to-posted-
entries/

SSC Archive (Boston College Department of 
Economics, Statistical Software Components) – a 
database of user-written commands

https://ideas.repec.org/s/boc/bocode.html

GitHub – a platform that hosts code

https://github.com/

http://www.techtips.surveydesign.com.au/index.html
https://www.surveydesign.com.au/webinars.html
https://www.surveydesign.com.au/certified/module.html?trainId=MC-Ob00000LK48E
https://www.surveydesign.com.au/stata/books.html
https://www.statalist.org/forums/
https://blog.stata.com/2016/01/15/programming-an-estimation-command-in-stata-a-map-to-posted-entries/
https://ideas.repec.org/s/boc/bocode.html
https://github.com/

