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THE STATA NEWS
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Stata 8 has been shipping since January 6th.

Stata is now faster (17 to 43% for ado programs) and easier to teach
and learn, with menus and dialog boxes for virtually every Stata
command.

Many of you have upgraded. If you have not, here are a few highlights
of the new release.

Survival methods
New shared frailties and smoothed hazards for both parametric
models (e.g., Weibull, gamma, ...) and semiparametric Cox
models. More.

Survey methods
New Heckman selection models, negative binomial models,
and generalized negative binomial models. Automatic support
for survey design in user-programmed maximum likelihood
estimations. More.

Time-series methods
New multivariate time-series analysis, including extensive
support for vector autoregressions (VARS), structural vector
autoregressions (SVARs), and their associated impulsedresponse
functions (IRFs) and variance decompositions. More.
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Orthogonalized IRF matrix
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Graphs by irffname, impulse variable, and response variable

Panel data
New instrumental variables (1V) estimators for panel data,
stochastic frontier models for panel data, and more.

More statistical methods
New MANOVA and MANCOVA. New Wardis method along
with weighted-average, centroid and median linkage for cluster
analysis. New stochastic frontier models with estimates of
technical inefpciency. New simulation-based permutation tests.
Much more.

Model analysis

New numerical methods to analyze your models, including
nonlinear combinations of estimated parameters with asymptotic
standard errors, conpdence intervals, and covariances with other
nonlinear combinations; and linear and nonlinear functions of
predictions with standard errors and conpdence intervals. These
provide the answer to questions such as, what does my model
imply for a particular sample of individuals?

Graphics
All new publication quality graphics with complete control of all
characteristics of graphs.

GUI

New top-level menu itemsfiData, Graphics, and Statisticsfithat
lead to dialog boxes for virtually every Stata command. Or, just
type OO command to launch the dialog box for command; for
example, type 00 0000000 to launch the dialog box for linear
regression. Browse a subject-organized help system to explore
features, and launch a commandis dialog boxes directly from its
help ple.

(continued on next page)







